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Our Mission:
The Ahrens Park Foundation (APF) is dedicated to providing 
first class recreational and athletic facilities while collaborating 
with wellness, educational and recreational programs and 
organizations for the greater good of the community of Grinnell.

Ahrens/Paschall Memorial Park is named after Claude and Dolly’s son, the late Paul W. Ahrens, who passed 
away in 1989 at the age of fifty, and a friend of Paul’s, Jim Paschall, who also passed away at a fairly young 
age. Building a recreational park had always been a life long dream for both Claude and his son, Paul.

The Ahrens/Paschall Memorial Park opened in 1994 and is home to:

• Eight youth softball and baseball fields 
• Outdoor basketball courts 
• Tennis court 
• Four pickleball courts 
• Sand volleyball court 
• Three youth soccer fields 
• Golf driving range 
• Three shelter houses 

• Sledding hill 
• Community giving gardens 
• Green spaces 
• One and a half mile outdoor walking path 
•  Two playgrounds, one for 3-5 year-olds and one for 

5-12 year-olds
• Outdoor ice skating rink during winter months

Also located at the park is the Ahrens Family Center, the Grinnell Athletic and Recreation Center, and the 
offices for the Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens Foundation, Ahrens Park Foundation and Greater Poweshiek 
Community Foundation.



Ahrens Baseball/
Softball Complex

•  GYBSA (Grinnell Youth Baseball/
 Softball Association)

•  USSSA (youth travel softball/
 baseball leagues & tournaments) 

•  Grinnell Parks & Rec
 (flag football)

Ahrens/Paschall 
Memorial Park

•  Ahrens Driving Range (golf 
 lessons, GHS & Grinnell College
 golf practice)

•  Park Events (July 4th fireworks,
 Grinnell schools cross country
 meets, Easter egg hunt, Trunk or
 Treat, Healthiest State Initiative 
 annual walk)

GARC

•  Grinnell Parks & Rec (adult &
 youth programs, walkers)

•  AAU Leagues (youth basketball
 tournaments) 

•  Grinnell Schools (periodic sports
 practices)

• Other Nonprofit Special Events

Ahrens Soccer Complex

•  Grinnell Parks & Rec (youth 
 soccer)

• Altoona Soccer Club (youth 
 soccer league)

• Grinnell High School (girls & 
 boys soccer meets, as needed)Embracing Generations to Come
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Ahrens Family Center

Facility Partners & Usage

• Grinnell Community Early 
 Learning Center

•  Grinnell Parks & Rec (youth
 programs)

• Private Gym & Pool Rentals

As of March 2024



30 Years in Review:     1994 - 2024

Claude W. Ahrens donates land to build 
Ahrens/Paschall Memorial Park, Ahrens 

Family Center and Baseball/Softball 
complex in Grinnell, IA

The Grinnell Athletic & Recreation Center 
(GARC) is built, housing three indoor 

basketball courts, walking track and offices

The Ahrens Park Foundation (APF) is 
created, taking on the ownership and 
management of the Ahrens/Paschall 
Memorial Park

APF donates an historic house to the Iowa 
Parks & Recreation Association for its state 
headquarters at Ahrens Park

Addition of the Ahrens Golf 
Driving Range

Ahrens/Paschall Memorial Park is 
named the Iowa Sports Complex of the 

Year by the Iowa Turfgrass Institute

Addition of Foundation offices, housing APF, 
the Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens Foundation 
and the Greater Poweshiek County Foundation

1994

2000

2010

2003

1998

1997

1999

2006

2001 Addition of three youth soccer 
fields, concessions, restrooms and 
north parking lot

First annual Kites Over Grinnell 
event, still hosted today
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30 Years in Review:     1994 - 2024

Facility upgrade to the GARC, including LED 
lighting for all basketball courts

Expansion of Foundation offices building 
and renovation of Dolly’s Flower Garden

Complete renovation of outdoor basketball 
courts and hoops, tennis courts and 

addition of pickleball courts

Complete renovation of both large 
playground areas including all new 
equipment, surfacing and surrounding 
walkways. Also, addition of the Ahrens 
Giving Garden.

Park restroom facility upgrades, addition 
of an outdoor ice skating rink, and 

replacement of trees (post derecho)

Sand volleyball renovation, exterior 
LED lighting upgrades, and purchase of 

land with the City of Grinnell, Grinnell 
College and Mayflower Community for a 

partnered solar project

Resurfacing of main parking lot, redesign of 
main entrance and added exit. Also, addition of 
native landscape areas and Gaga Ball pit.

Park history signage addition along 
walking trail

Addition of outdoor learning environment 
and Dolly’s Dog Park

2021

2023

2019

2020

2012

2022

2024

2018

2014

2011

Expansion of Ahrens Family Center with 
the addition of two additional learning 
rooms and restrooms for the Grinnell 
Community Early Learning Center



In celebration of its 30 year anniversary, the Ahrens Park Foundation, with the help of the Claude W. & Dolly Ahrens 

Foundation and several generous donors, has embarked on a campaign to make $1 million in capital improvements 

to the Paul W. Ahrens/Paschall Memorial Park. These park improvements are staged in 4 phases and will take place 

over the next 3-4 years. Below is an outline of the phases and timeline for completion.
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North Parking Lot

Soccer Complex

Driving Range

Grinnell Athletic &  Recreational 
Center (GARC)

Giving Garden

Foundation Offices

Main Parking Lot

Ahrens Family Center

Outdoor Learning Environment

Baseball Field Complex

Softball Field Complex

Playground

Sand Volleyball Court

Tennis, Pickleball,  Basketball 
Courts

Playground

Sledding Hill

South Parking Lot

Natural Landscape Areas

Dog Park

Outdoor Ice Skating Rink

Walking Paths

Outdoor Shelter Areas

Restrooms/Concessions

Maintenance Sheds
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Phase 3
•  Park shelter upgrades

• Shade structures

•  Campus-wide WiFi & security 
upgrades

Phase 4
•  Replace all baseball & softball 

backstops with netting

•  Upgrades to Ahrens Family 
Center

•  Other projects yet to be 
identified

Phase 2
•  Resurfacing of original  

one mile walking trail &  
south parking lot

•  Addition of more native 
landscape areas & limestone 
pathways

Phase 1
•  Outdoor Learning Environment
• ADA concrete pathways
• Dog Park
•  Press Box updates for all 

baseball & softball fields
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Ahrens/Paschall Memorial Park Capital Improvements



 In Memory
 In Honor

I wish to support the Ahrens Park Foundation. Please direct my donation to the following Fund(s). Thank you for your tax-deductible gift.

Name of Fund $ Amount

Ahrens Park Foundation Operations Fund

Ahrens Park Foundation Capital Improvement Fund

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Fund: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please print your name(s) exactly as you would like to be listed in all materials.

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________ State: __________________________________Zip: ____________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to make a donation in memory or in honor of someone special please complete the form below.  We will send a special letter to 
the individual letting them know of your gift.

In Memory/In Honor Information

Donor Information

P.O. Box 679  •  1510 Penrose Street  •  Grinnell, IA 50112  •  641-236-5518  •  www.ahrensfamilyfoundation.org/ahrens-park-foundation

Donation Form

Make checks payable to APF       TOTAL



1510 Penrose Street  |  P.O. Box 679  |  Grinnell, IA 50112
Phone 641-236-5518  |  cnath@ahrensfamilyfoundation.org

Website www.ahrensfamilyfoundation.org/ahrens-park-foundation


