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Fiscal Year in Review, July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

$492, 619 9960

Partner Programs

Since its founding in 1993, the Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens Foundation’s mission has focused on improving and enhancing 
the quality of life for the Grinnell community and Poweshiek county. With the continuation of COVID-19 this past fiscal 
year (the period between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021), it has proven a challenging year for us all. The derecho 
storm that hit Iowa in August, 2020 and the ongoing impact of a world pandemic will continue to create unprecedented 
challenges for so many this coming year. We thank you for your support of our partner programs. Your generosity and 
commitment are key to advancing our community and county. We are all in this together!

Total dollars 
raised for partner 

programs

Partner Programs 
 benefiting from 

donations

Total number of 
donors for partner 
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Claude W. & Dolly Ahrens Foundation
The Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens Foundation is a unique and innovative family foundation striving to help meet the needs of the 
Greater Grinnell community through ongoing support services and resources by maintaining and perpetuating an endowment. 
Our purpose is to provide improved and enhanced quality of life for present and future generations with interest in the areas of 
parks & recreation, education, and health with our collaborative partners. We also serve our community through our charitable 
programs: Community Support Services, Dolly Ahrens Scholarship, Leave It Better Award and Lend A Hand.

Giving Back to the Community

Gifting Grinnell, a virtual month-long 
auction hosted by the Claude W. and 
Dolly Ahrens Foundation, intended to 
stimulate local business activity and 
benefit twenty-two local nonprofit 
programs. Gifting Grinnell helped raise 
dollars and awareness of the continuous 
work of community nonprofit programs, 
as auction bidders became donors to 
nonprofits assisting in pandemic efforts, 
education, health and wellness, parks and recreation, and arts and 
culture initiatives in the community. Gifting Grinnell was a community 
initiative led by the City of Grinnell, Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens 
Foundation, Greater Poweshiek Community Foundation, Grinnell 
Chamber of Commerce, Grinnell College, and Grinnell Mutual.

Chart shows dollars distributed by category. Chart does 
not include dollars distributed out by partner programs.

Year In Review July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

Recipient Purpose of Funding  Amount 
Ahrens Park Foundation Operations  $351,162.10 

City of Grinnell Parks & Recreation Dept. Kindergarten Swim Lessons  $525.00 

City of Grinnell Parks & Recreation Dept. Senior Walkers Program at the GARC  $2,220.00 

Dolly Ahrens Achievement Scholarships 11 Scholarships for GHS Graduating Seniors  $27,500.00  

Greater Poweshiek Community Foundation “Mask Up” Community Campaign  $2,500.00 

Greater Poweshiek Community Foundation Nonprofit Funding for Gifting Grinnell Campaign  $9,359.20 

Greater Poweshiek Community Foundation S.H.E. COUNTS Scholarships for First Generation 
Female College Students

 $6,000.00 

Grinnell Area Chamber of Commerce Chamber Dollars for Tiger Packs Christmas Packages  $5,275.00 

Grinnell Community Early Learning Center Reach for the Stars Campaign  $2,500.00 

Grinnell Fire Department Fire Prevention  $100.00 

Grinnell Lions Club Ag Appreciation Day  $250.00 

Grinnell United Methodist Church Food Program  $10,184.46 

Iowa Council of Foundations Race Forward Professional Development Training in Grinnell  $1,500.00 

Liberty Ministries Food Program  $10,184.46 

LINK Mentoring Program  $400.00 

LINK "Leave It Better Than You Found It" Award  $5,000.00 

Partner Programs Funding for Individuals and Families  $370,766.22 

Poweshiek Leadership Program Professional Leadership  $100.00 

Second Mile Christmas Share Program  $500.00 

Strand 3 Theatre Merchant Movie Series  $75.00 

Total $806,101.44

$353,907.10
Environment,

Park & Recreation
$396,410.14

Health & Wellness

$41,400
Education &
Scholarships

$14,384.20
Community Initiatives



The Grinnell Food Coalition was formed 
during the COVID-19 pandemic to help 
area residents who may experience 
persistent or sudden financial 
challenges and may have limited access 
to food. Food vouchers were distributed 
to those who asked and were redeemed 
at local grocery stores and with local 
farmers. 

BY THE NUMBERS
• Families served: 395+
• Individuals served: 875+
•  Vouchers distributed: $305,472.36

The Giving Gardens is a collaborative effort by local 
organizations aiming to improve the health of Poweshiek 
County by providing free access to fresh, local produce 
and encouraging healthier choices.

BY THE NUMBERS
• Giving gardens: 11 (9 in Grinnell & 2 in Brooklyn)
• Annual pounds of produce donated: 1,000
• All produce is free for the community

Imagine Grinnell is a community improvement organization 
whose mission is to improve the quality of life of area residents. 
Imagine Grinnell works with local coalitions to build sustainable 
community improvement projects. 

MOST RECENT PROJECTS
•  1000 Trees initiative: over 450 trees and seedlings distributed 

to Grinnellians the first year. 
•  Plate to Plant: collecting from 42 households and 3 

businesses in Grinnell
 - Diverted approximately 3 tons of food waste from the landfill
•  Prairie Burn 100 Gravel Bike Ride: hosted 85 riders 

The purpose of the Grinnell Area Mental Health Consortium is to serve those 
in the Poweshiek County area with mental health needs by providing financial 
assistance support, convening groups around mental health needs and 
advocating for those in need.

BY THE NUMBERS
• Helping more than 307 individuals 
• New patients: 113 
• Dollars spent for mental health services: $51,720.69
• Total dollars spent for mental health services: $141,050.94
•  Working to coordinate care between Captstone, Grinnell Police Department   

and UnityPoint Health - Grinnell Regional Medical Center

Partner Program Highlights
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The Poweshiek County Housing Assistance Fund was started in 2020 after 
a housing coalition was formed in 2019 over the growing concerns of 
homelessness in Poweshiek County. This fund is available to assist those who 
are homeless, or at risk of becoming homeless with the support of rental 
deposits, utilities, legal documents needed to rent or to reimburse landlords 
for related expenses. The Poweshiek Housing Assistance Fund offers a 
voucher system to reimburse landlords, utility companies, and/or local public 
entities who are owed housing related dollars for those in need. 

• Total people helped: 30
• Total dollars spent: $10,719.56

Tiger Packs is a local initiative to combat hunger in 
the Grinnell-Newburg School District. Students preK-
8th grade receive a kid-friendly, nutritious bag of food 
to take home over the weekend. High School students 
are invited to the invisible closet where there are food 
options. This year, we plan to include fresh fruit in the 
take home options for preK-8th grade.

• Number of students helped by Tiger Packs in 2020-2021: 215
• Number of packages distributed in 2020-2021: 6,665
•  Partnered with the Iowa State Extension to share nutritional and 

wellness information.

The Vosburg Music Fund was created in 2018 by an anonymous donor to help youth in the Grinnell area 
with music funding assistance who are unable to afford music lessons, instruments, and other items or 
therapy services associated with learning music. The Vosburg Music Fund offers a voucher system to 
reimburse providers who are providing music services.

• Fund created in memory of the late Bill Vosburg, an avid lover of music, tuba player, member of  
 several bands throughout his life, and active community member of Grinnell.
• Music is known to help regulate a child’s mood, de-stress and to feel in control of something when  
 the world feels so out of control.
• Children of all ages, up to age 17, can benefit from the Vosburg Music Fund.

Supporting, Helping and Empowering women 
and girls in Poweshiek County since 2014.

BY THE NUMBERS
•  Over 4,100 female hygiene products   

 collected
•  Math Club was suspended for 2020 school  

year due to COVID, but will resume in 2021

STRONG Foundation is a solution based 
program that provides immediate financial 
resources for married couples needing 
professional and confidential guidance. 
STRONG Foundation offers a voucher system 
to reimburse providers who are providing 
marriage counseling services.

• Helping many families find solutions
•  Partnered with the Grinnell Ministerial 

Association 
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A GIFT CAN BE MADE:
• In any dollar amount.
•  To any of the many funds listed in this catalog.
•  In memory or in honor of a special person.*

This catalog contains giving ideas to suit any person or 
occasion. Anniversaries, birthdays, and other holidays are 
great opportunities to make charitable gifts year round.

*Honored recipient will receive a special letter announcing from whom the 
gift was made and the fund to which it will go. The amount of the gift will not 
be disclosed.

WHY YOU SHOULD GIVE  
 •  To keep children from going hungry over the weekend.

 •  To help a female high school senior be the first in her 
family to attend college.

 •  To help children have access to music in their lives.  

 •  To make sure patients with mental illness have a place 
to seek treatment.

 •  To help support sustainable living and green initiatives.

 •  To help provide counseling support to build stronger 
marriages. 

Giving to the causes you care about through the Claude W. & Dolly Ahrens Foundation is rewarding. Use this catalog to learn more 
about the giving opportunities available through the Claude W. & Dolly Ahrens Foundation and give a gift that lasts a lifetime. 

HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Browse the catalog.

Find a fund (or funds) to support.

Complete and return donation form by mail or go to www.ahrensfamilyfoundation.org to donate online.

We will send you a tax receipt and any honored recipient will get a special note on your behalf.

Tell a friend about giving a gift that lasts a lifetime.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



I wish to support the Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens Foundation and the Partner Program Funds. Please direct my donation to the 
following Fund(s). If giving to more than one fund, please specify amounts.

Name of Fund $ Amount

Claude W. and Dolly Ahrens Foundation Operating Fund

Giving Gardens

Grinnell Area Mental Health Consortium – JPK Fund

Grinnell Food Coalition

Imagine Grinnell

Poweshiek Housing Assistance Fund

S.H.E. COUNTS

STRONG Foundation

Tiger Packs

Vosburg Music Fund

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Fund: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Fund: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please print your name(s) exactly as you would like to be listed in all CDAF materials.

Street Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________________ State: _________________________________Zip: ___________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to make a donation in memory or in honor of someone special please complete the form below.  We will send a special 
letter to the individual letting them know of your gift.

In Memory/In Honor Information

Donor Information

 In Memory
 In Honor

 In Memory
 In Honor

P.O. Box 284  •  1510 Penrose Street  •  Grinnell, IA 50112  •  641-236-5518  •  www.ahrensfamilyfoundation.org

Donation form

Make checks payable to CDAF         TOTAL



1510 Penrose Street  |  P.O. Box 284  |  Grinnell, IA 50112
641-236-5518  |  in fo@ahrensfamilyfoundation.org
www.ahrensfamilyfoundation.org
Follow us on


